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 SRI VENKATESWARA COLLEGE  

(UNIVERSITY OF DELHI) 
 

EVENT REPORT 
 

NAME OF THE EVENT: Educational Visit to the Exhibition of Delhi Durbar organised by DAG 
 
DATE 11.10.2023 DEPARTMENT COMMITTEE/SOCIETY  COORDINATORS’ NAME 
 HISTORY  Dr. Nuti Namita 
TIME VENUE NUMBER OF 

PARTICIPANTS 
NATURE: Outdoor/Indoor; 
online/offline/hybrid 

10.30 a.m. to 1 p.m. DAG, Janpath, 
New Delhi 

25 offline/Indoor 

FINANCIAL 
SUPPORT/ASSISTANCE 
(if any): 
 

NA 

 

BRIEF INFORMATION ABOUT THE ACTIVITY 

TOPIC/SUBJECT OF 
THE ACTIVITY  

 
Educational Visit to the Exhibition of Delhi Durbar 
organised by DAG 
 
 

OBJECTIVES  
To enhance the knowledge of students studying Delhi 
through the Ages about the durbars organised by the 
British Indian Government in Delhi in the second half of the 
19th century. It gave them first hand idea about the grand 
scale and grandeur associated with the events.  
 

METHODOLOGY The visit to the exhibition was facilitated by a tour Guide, 
named Aditi who very kindly explained about each and 
every art exhibit. The original photographs and paintings 
and some artifacts of that age provided an added knowledge 
to the students. 
 
 

INVITED SPEAKERS 
WITH AFFLIATION 
DETAILS 
( IF ANY)  
 

NA 



#  

 

OUTCOMES  
Students got to witness a slice of history through original 
photographs and paintings. It increased the interest as well 
as knowledge of the students. 
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(PSLUH��'LVSOD\�DQG�WKH�3RVVHVVLRQ�RI�+LVWRU\ 

  

 

 

'XULQJ�WKH�SHULRG�RI�WKH�5DM��WKH�%ULWLVK�KHOG�WKUHH�JUHDW�FHUHPRQLDO�GXUEDUV�LQ�'HOKL��
7KH�ILUVW�LQ�������ZDV�VWDJHG�WR�GHFODUH�4XHHQ�9LFWRULD�DV�(PSUHVV�RI�,QGLD��7KH�VHFRQG�LQ�
������SURFODLPHG�WKH�VXFFHVVLRQ�RI�KHU�VRQ�.LQJ�(GZDUG�9,,�DV�(PSHURU��7KH�WKLUG��LQ�������
SURFODLPHG�.LQJ�*HRUJH�9��DQG�RQ�WKLV�RFFDVLRQ�ERWK�WKH�.LQJ�DQG�KLV�FRQVRUW��4XHHQ�0DU\��
DWWHQGHG�LQ�SHUVRQ��PDUNLQJ�WKH�ILUVW�WLPH�D�UXOLQJ�%ULWLVK�PRQDUFK�KDG�YLVLWHG�,QGLD��7KH�SRPS�
DQG�FHUHPRQ\�RI�WKHVH�HYHQWV�ZHUH�RQ�D�ODYLVK�VFDOH��WR�GLVSOD\�WKH�PDMHVW\�DQG�SRZHU�RI�WKH�
5DM�� DQG� WKH� OR\DOW\� RI� HPLQHQW� ,QGLDQ� VXEMHFWV�� LQFOXGLQJ� 0DKDUDMDV� DQG� 1DZDEV� RI� WKH�
3ULQFHO\�6WDWHV� 

 

 7KURXJK�WKH�H[KLELWLRQ��ZH�H[SORUHG�WKH�DUFKLYH�FROOHFWLRQ�RI�'$*��7KH�LWHPV�IRXQG�
LQFOXGH�QXPHURXV�SKRWRJUDSKV�RI�WKUHH�GXUEDUV��WDNHQ�E\�SURPLQHQW�SKRWRJUDSKHUV�RI�WKH�GD\��
7KH\�DOVR� LQFOXGH�PDQ\�RWKHU�REMHFWV� UHODWLQJ� WR� WKH�GXUEDUV�� IURP�SRUWUDLWV�DQG�PHGDOV�� WR�
PDSV��RIILFLDO�JXLGHERRNV��WLFNHWV�DQG�SURJUDPPHV� 

 

 7KH�YLVXDO�LPDJHU\�RI�WKH�GXUEDUV�GUHZ�KHDYLO\�RQ�WKH�KHULWDJH�RI�WKH�FLW\��RQ�0XJKDO�FRXUWO\�
FHUHPRQ\�RI�WKH�SDVW�±�DV�WKH�YHU\�QDPH�µGXUEDU¶�LQGLFDWHV�±�DV�ZHOO�DV�WKH�VWDWHO\�DUFKLWHFWXUH�RI�WKH�
0XJKDO� DQG� VXOWDQDWH� SHULRGV�� 'HOKL� KDG� DOVR�� RI� FRXUVH�� EHHQ� WKH� VFHQH� RI� VRPH� RI� WKH� EORRGLHVW�
FRQIOLFWV�GXULQJ�WKH�8SULVLQJ�RI�������DQG�WKH�ILUVW�GXUEDUV�ZDV�KHOG�LQ�'HOKL�MXVW�WZHQW\�\HDUV�ODWHU��
SDUWO\�DV�D�JHVWXUH�RI�UHFRQFLOLDWLRQ�DQG�KHDOLQJ��/HW¶V�EHJLQ�ZLWK�D�µGDUVKDQ¶�RI�WKH�JUHDW�FLW\��DV�VHHQ�
LQ�SDLQWLQJV��SKRWRJUDSKV�DQG�SRVWFDUGV�RI�WKH�WLPH��EHIRUH�SURFHHGLQJ�WR�WKH�WKUHH�LPSHULDO�GXUEDUV�LQ�
WXUQ� 
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7KH KLVWRULFDO H[KLELWLRQ� RUJDQLVHG E\ '$*� ZDV D FRPSLODWLRQ RI SKRWRV� SRVWFDUGV� DQG RWKHU
UHFRUGV IURP WKH WLPH RI %ULWLVK FRORQLDO UXOH� 7ZR LPPLQHQW KLVWRULDQV� 6ZDSQD /LGGOH� DQG 5DQD
6DIYL� SOD\HG D FUXFLDO UROH LQ EULQJLQJ D FROOHFWLRQ RI PDWHULDO FXOWXUHV RI WKH 'HOKL 'XUEDUV RXW
IRU GLVSOD\�
7KH WUDYHUVHG WKURXJK WKH FRORQLDO SDVW RI 'HOKL� IRFXVLQJ PDLQO\ RQ WKH WKUHH 'HOKL 'XUEDUV RI
����� ����� DQG ����� 7KH GXUEDUV ZHUH XVXDOO\ FRQGXFWHG LQ DQ ,QGLDQ LPSHULDO VW\OH WR PDUN
DQG FHOHEUDWH WKH VXFFHVVLRQ RI WKH (PSHURU RU (PSUHVV RI ,QGLD�
7KH FKRLFH RI 'HOKL DV WKH FKRLFH RI DOO WKH WKUHH FHUHPRQLDO GXUEDUV ZDV GXH WR D QXPEHU RI
IDFWRUV� )LUVWO\� WKH FLW\ ZDV FHQWUDOO\ ORFDWHG DQG ZHOO�FRQQHFWHG ZLWK GLIIHUHQW UHJLRQV� +RZHYHU�
WKH PRVW VLJQLILFDQW UHDVRQ ZDV WKH FLW\¶V ULFK LPSHULDO KHULWDJH� 2YHU WKH \HDUV� 'HOKL KDG EHHQ
WKH FDSLWDO FLW\ RI G\QDVWLF HPSLUHV� 'HOKL ZDV WKH VLWH RI /DO .RW �EXLOW E\ WKH 7RPDUV�� 6LUL �EXLOW
E\ $OODXGLQ .KLOML�� DQG WKH WZR 0XJKDO FLWLHV� 'LQDSDQDK �EXLOW E\ +XPD\XQ� DQG
6KDKMDKDQDEDG �EXLOW E\ 6KDK -DKDQ�� 7KLV ZDV RQH RI WKH PDLQ UHDVRQV ZK\ WKH FLW\ ZDV
FKRVHQ WR FRQGXFW WKH GXUEDUV�
7KH H[KLELWLRQ DOVR VKHG OLJKW RQ WKH 5HYROW RI ���� DQG LWV LPSDFW RQ WKH FLW\� ,W ZDV RQ �� 0D\
���� WKDW WKH VHSR\V IURP 0HHUXW PXWLQLHG DJDLQVW WKH FRORQLDO SRZHUV DQG SURFHHGHG WR 'HOKL�
8QGHU WKH EDQQHU RI WKH 0XJKDO HPSHURU %DKDGXU 6KDK =DIDU� WKH SHRSOH UHYROWHG� 7KH XSULVLQJ
ZDV VRRQ UHSUHVVHG� +RZHYHU� LW OHIW WKH FLW\ LQ D GHYDVWDWLQJ VWDWH� 7KH FLW\ ZLWQHVVHG PDVVLYH
ORVV RI OLIH DQG SURSHUW\� 3ROLWLFDOO\� WKH LPSRVLWLRQ RI PDUWLDO ODZ DOVR DIIHFWHG WKH FLW\¶V OLIH� $
\HDU DIWHU WKH UHYROW� WKH SRZHU RI WKH ,QGLDQ VXEFRQWLQHQW ZDV WUDQVIHUUHG WR WKH %ULWLVK &URZQ
XQGHU WKH *RYHUQPHQW RI ,QGLD $FW RI �����
7KLV ZDV VRRQ IROORZHG E\ WKH ILUVW FHUHPRQLDO GXUEDU RI ����� 7KLV LPSHULDO DVVHPEODJH ZDV
RUJDQLVHG WR DQQRXQFH %ULWLVK GRPLQDWLRQ RYHU ,QGLD� 4XHHQ 9LFWRULD ZDV DOVR LQYHVWLWXUH ZLWK
WKH WLWOH RI µ.DLVHU�H�+LQG¶ L�H� WKH (PSUHVV RI ,QGLD� 7KH HYHQW ZDV RUJDQLVHG WR JDWKHU SXEOLF
VXSSRUW� 7KH VXEWOH XVH RI 0XJKDO FRXUW FXOWXUH DLPHG DW FRQQHFWLQJ SHRSOH WR WKHLU KHULWDJH� ,W
ZDV D JDWKHULQJ RI DOO SURYLQFLDO NLQJV ZKR SDLG WKHLU KRPDJH WR WKH QHZ (PSUHVV� 7KH FRPPRQ
SHRSOH ZHUH QRW DOORZHG WR DWWHQG WKH SURFHHGLQJV RI WKH UR\DO GXUEDU� 7KH PDLQ VHW XS ZDV QRW
YHU\ JUDQG DQG HODERUDWH� +RZHYHU� WKH ILUVW GXUEDU ZDV D PDMRU HYHQW LQ WKH KLVWRU\ RI LPSHULDO
UXOH LQ ,QGLD�
7KH VHFRQG 'XUEDU L�H� WKH 'XUEDU RI ���� ZDV RUJDQLVHG IROORZLQJ WKH VXFFHVVLRQ RI (GZDUG
9,, WR WKH WKURQH RI (QJODQG� ,W GHSLFWHG ,QGLD WR EH FRQQHFWHG ZLWK WKH KLVWRU\ RI WKH 0XJKDO
JUDQGHXU DORQJ ZLWK WKH EOHQG RI PRGHUQLVDWLRQ E\ WKH %ULWLVKHUV� /RUG &XU]RQ RUJDQLVHG WKH
LPSHULDO DVVHPEODJH� %\ WKLV WLPH WKH SULQFHO\ UXOHUV KDG EHFRPH FORVH DOOLHV RI WKH %ULWLVK
SRZHUV DQG VWRRG DV D GHIHQVLYH ZDOO DJDLQVW WKH ULVLQJ ,QGLDQ QDWLRQDOLVP� 7KH SURFHHGLQJV RI
WKLV DVVHPEODJH ZHUH IDU PRUH JUDQGHU DQG HODERUDWH WKDQ WKH SUHYLRXV GXUEDU�
7KH 'XUEDU RI ���� ZDV IDU PRUH VLJQLILFDQW WKDQ WKH SUHYLRXV WZR� DV WKH QHZ PRQDUFK� .LQJ
*HRUJH ZDV KLPVHOI FRPLQJ WR ,QGLD� 7KH YLFHUR\� &KDUOHV +UGLQJH� GHFLGHG WKDW WKLV PDJQLILFHQW
DVVHPEODJH ZDV WR EH PDGH RSHQ IRU WKH SHRSOH RI ,QGLD� $Q HYHQ PRUH GHWHUPLQHG HIIRUW WR
FRQQHFW ZLWK WKH DJH�ROG 0XJKDO WUDGLWLRQ IROORZHG ZLWK -KDURNKD GDUVKDQ DQG HODERUDWH
SURFHVVLRQV� 7KH VHWXS IRU WKH VDPH ZDV H[WUHPHO\ YDVW� VXFK WKDW D SRVW RIILFH KDG WR EH VHW
XS LQVLGH RI WKH DUHD� 7KH HQG RI WKH FHUHPRQ\ ZDV PDUNHG E\ D VSHFLDO DQQRXQFHPHQW WKDW WKH
FDSLWDO RI WKH HPSLUH ZDV WR RIILFLDOO\ VKLIW IURP &DOFXWWD WR 'HOKL�
7KHVH HYHQWV QRW RQO\ VKRZ WKH LPSRUWDQFH RI WKH 'HOKL 'XUEDUV EXW DOVR WKDW RI WKH FLW\ RI 'HOKL
ZKLFK RYHU WKH \HDUV� FRQWLQXHG WR VHUYH LWV SHRSOH� 6LQFH WKH HVWDEOLVKPHQW RI 3DQGDYD¶V
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The first Delhi Durbar, in 1877, was staged to declare Queen 
Victoria as Empress of India. The second, in 1903, proclaimed 
the succession of her son King Edward VII as Emperor. The 
third, in 1911, proclaimed King George V, and on this occasion 
both the King and his consort, Queen Mary, attended in person, 
marking the first time a ruling British monarch had visited 
India. The pomp and ceremony of these events were on a lavish 
scale (clearly evident through the pictures put up in the 
exhibition) to display the majesty and power of the Raj, and 
the loyalty of eminent Indian subjects, including Maharajas 
and Nawabs of the Princely States.  

Aditi ma’am told us that DAG invited two leading historians of 
Delhi, Swapna Liddle and Rana Safvi, to explore their archives 
collection. Historians in the past have analysed the ideology 
of the Delhi durbars, but  

The exhibition also had a section on the uprising of 1857, 
also called the First War of Indian Independence, was a 
watershed moment in Indian history.  

One of the new things we encountered during the exhibition was 
the presence of a QR code on side of images and clippings, by 
scanning which we could hear real life audios like the 
Ishtahars made by Bahadur shah Zafar. The Uprising jolted the 
imperial ambitions of the British, resulting in decisions 
which changed the fate of India. In 1858, a year after the 
revolt, the East India Company was liquidated, and power was 
transferred to the British Crown under the Government of India 
Act 1858.  

 

never before has such a collection of the material culture of 
these events been brought together for display. 
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INTERNAL ASSESSMENT ASSIGNMENT

 
Report on Field Trip

Exhibition: Delhi Durbar - Empire, Display and the Possession of
History

 
Name: Sameer Singh

 
Course: BA (Hons) Political Science

 
Roll Number: 0723027

 
Submitted to: Dr. Nuti Namita Maam

 
 
History department of Sri Venkateswara College, University of Delhi on 11th of
October, 2023 i.e 11/10/2023 took the students of – Delhi Through the ages :
The Making of its Early Modern History, a General Elective Paper to an
Exhibition named Delhi Durbar - Empire, Display and the Possession of
History. The whole exhibition was very very informative due to which I got a
new perspective on how to study History, it is more than just reading or
memorizing a topic. If one really wants to study History he or she has to refer
not only to mere books but rather should stood up out of the comfort zone and
research in depth analyzing all the references both artifacts and pictures. I
realized that they are very important for the study and preservation of the
History as they also are a way of communication just like words. In addition to
the reading materials, pictures and art help us to relate more to the given context
as understand the context is crucial in the field of history. Seeing and
understanding them creates a long term impact on us as to remember it. The
details which words failed to describe can easily be understood with the help of
a photograph within seconds.

On the very first entry we saw the pictures of the old Delhi specifically the
picture of Qutub Minar, which was poles apart as we compare it with the
contemporary times, back then there was only the Qutub Minar with nothing in
the surrounding not even trees which was quiet a shock for me as if you visit the
very same place now you can easily recognize the transformation. The
information which I got to know there was that initially the minar had more
levels than what it has today as lightening struct to the upper part of the minar
which damaged it. And while repairing it the material used was white marble
along with red sand stone making it distinctive from the rest levels which you
can even notice today.

The main focus of the exhibition was on the imperial Delhi and the Delhi
Durbar as the title also suggests it. That how British imperialism finally lead to
Delhi as the center of British colonialism in India.

DELHI DURBAR
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